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remained stationary. Consequently only two-thirds of those
eligible could be called up even when service with the colours
was reduced to two years. Furthermore, the mobilisation of
1859 showed that the Landwehr—consisting largely of middle-
aged men with families—was practically worthless as a fighting
force. So King William and von Roon, his War Minister, de-
vised a series of army reforms which involved (a) the formation
of thirty-nine new regiments; and (b) service for three years
with the colours and four years in the reserve, service in the
Landwehr being reduced to six years. In effect the army would
make better use of its available man-power and its fighting
strength would be 400,000 instead of 215,000, without calling
upon the Landwehr for more than garrison duty.
The difficulty was that the scheme involved increased
expense, and for this the Constitution required the consent of
the Reichstag. The Progressive majority there reluctantly
consented to the formation of the extra regiments, but objected
to the three years' service. Eventually the question was shelved
for a year, von Roon being meanwhile authorised to proceed
with the urgent work of organising the new cadres. But a
general election sent the Progressives back with an increased
majority ; for the middle-classes, who had the greatest electoral
power, were strongly opposed to militarism. Annoyed by some
contemptuous remarks of von Roon, denying their right even
to discuss the matter, the new Chamber rejected the Budget
which provided for the increased Army Estimates. This
meant that the new regiments would have to be disbanded, and
that the 2000 young officers already in training would have to
be dismissed.
The King (as he now was) found himself in a painful
dilemma. He wanted to act constitutionally, but the Hohenlohe
Ministry felt that it could not maintain the increased army in
defiance of the Reichstag. Von Roon urged him to take the
bold step of dismissing Hohenlohe and appointing Otto von
bismarck as his chief minister. Bismarck was very unpopular
as an ultra-monarchist who did not disguise his contempt for

